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A Statement from the Patriarchs and Heads of Churches in Jerusalem
February 14, 2018

Following the statement by the Municipality of Jerusalem declaring that the
Churches in Jerusalem should pay municipal taxes (known as Arnona), we, the
Heads of Churches in Jerusalem, declare that such a statement is contrary to the
historic position between the Churches within the Holy City of Jerusalem and the
civil authorities across the centuries. The civil authorities have always recognized
and respected the great contribution of the Christian Churches, which invest billions
in building schools, hospitals, and homes, many for the elderly and disadvantaged,
in the Holy Land.

We declare that such a measure both undermines the sacred character of
Jerusalem, and jeopardises the Church’s ability to conduct its ministry in this land on
behalf of its communities and the world-wide church.

We request the Municipality to retract their statement and ensure that the status
quo which was sanctioned by the sacred history is maintained, and the character of
the Holy City of Jerusalem is not violated.

We stand firm and united in our position to defend our presence and properties.
The Patriarchs and Heads of Churches in Jerusalem

+Patriarch Theophilos I, Greek Orthodox Patriarchate

+Patriarch Nourhan Manougian, Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Patriarchate
+Archbishop Pierbattista Pizzaballa, Apostolic Administrator, Latin Patriarchate
+Fr. Francesco Patton, ofm, Custos of the Holy Land

+Archbishop Anba Antonious, Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate, Jerusalem
+Archbishop Swerios Malki Murad, Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate

+Archbishop Aba Embakob, Ethiopian Orthodox Patriarchate

+Archbishop Joseph-Jules Zerey, Greek-Melkite-Catholic Patriarchate
+Archbishop Mosa El-Hage, Maronite Patriarchal Exarchate

+Archbishop Suheil Dawani, Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East
+Bishop Ibrahim Sani Azar, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land
+Bishop Pierre Malki, Syrian Catholic Patriarchal Exarchate

+Msgr. Georges Dankaye’, Armenian Catholic Patriarchal Exarchate



